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I refer to letters to the editor, Friday,
April 11, 2014. Ken Rose wrote that I had
not "honoured promise" to communicate
with the community and with the Committee for a Better Functioning Hospital.
Mr Rose is mistaken.
In early March, I discussed the following matters with Huntly Barton, who said
he was representing the Committee for a
Better Functioning Hospital:
Appointment of CEO: I indicated an
announcement was imminent; Maree
Cuddihy commenced on March 31, 2014.
Appointment of board members: I advised Mr Barton that KDH did not comment on confidential submissions and
referred him to the Office of the Minister
of Health, who makes the appointments.
Consultations with GPs: Mr Barton advised that local doctors would not discuss
with him negotiations they were having
with KDH. I confirmed that KDH constantly discusses strategic and operational
matters with GPs throughout the Macedon Ranges; some of these matters will
be confidential.
KDH redevelopment: Mr Barton advised the committee had been reliably
informed the hospital was to return the
redevelopment grant to the Commonwealth. I advised that the committee's
(unidentified) sources were wrong. The
project is currently out to tender.

Subsequent meeting: I agreed to meet
the full committee the following week,
however, Mr Barton advised he was busy
until the end of March at which time he
would contact me to arrange a meeting. I
agreed to await his call and advised that
by this time KDH would have appointed
a Community Engagement Committee
and its Chair (Rhyl Gould) would join the
meeting. Mr Barton has not been in contact since this time, consequently a second meeting has not yet taken place.
The hospital remains committed to
continuing to work in a professional and
responsible way with the community, GPs
and other health service providers.

Now it’s clear
Matthew Nickson, Hanging Rock
Action Group
Last week in Bendigo, the Loddon Mallee Investment Prospectus was launched.
Was I surprised to learn that the largest
project ($8.5 million) in the ‘Investing in
Tourism priority projects’ section is the
Hanging Rock Development and Investment Plan? No, I wasn’t, because it’s now
clear Macedon Ranges Shire Council has
been working on this project since 2010.
In May 2010, council received the final
report of a study they had commissioned
into accommodation opportunities within
the Macedon Ranges. One of the opportunities identified was that ‘There are
no large internationally branded resorts
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which cater to over 200 guests or delegates in the Macedon Ranges in 4.5 star
accommodation or higher. Rural areas in
close proximity to Mt Macedon and Hanging Rock provide a unique setting for international and interstate visitors. The facility
may incorporate a range of recreational
activities including geothermal spa’.
In September 2011, a consultants’ brief
was issued by council titled the Hanging
Rock Development and Investment Plan
which stated that ‘A key gap in the supply
of tourist accommodation as being a large
internationally branded resort of conference facility in close proximity to Hanging
Rock’. The consultants duly reported in
early 2012 and council is currently seeking expressions of interest for this development.
In June 2013, council announced it had
been successful in securing $2.089 million
for ‘essential infrastructure’ for Hanging
Rock from the Regional Development Australia Fund. Council’s media release stated
‘Works will include two new visitor shelters,
the supply of electricity, water and informal
lighting to the main reserve and picnic
grounds, improved pedestrian access and
car parking, and enhancements to improve
wildlife corridors and habitat’.
What the media release failed to mention was that the majority of the funding,
as detailed in the application, is to provide
substantially increased power and water
provisions to allow for the ‘possibility’ of
‘an accommodation and conference facility’ estimated to cost ‘some $ 23 million’.

